
Sign making in a Thai paradise
It’s a bit out of the way, but beautiful
By Rob Cooper

bout two years ago Puay, my wife, and 
I moved to Koh Tao, a small island about 
60km off the Thai mainland in the Gulf 

of Thailand. Koh Tao is your typical, tropical
paradise island with white sand beaches,
coconut trees, jungle and thousands of huge
granite boulders. These rocks, and my interest
in rock climbing, brought me here in the first
place. I fell in love with the place as soon as 
I saw it, and have found it very difficult to
leave.

When we first moved here, we opened a
small restaurant—Puay is a wonderful cook
and has worked in many restaurants in

A
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Rob’s home-based shop

Thailand. The first year was busy, but as 
more and more restaurants opened around 
us, things slowed down somewhat. That was
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great! I don’t care for working in a restaurant,
and I was flat out painting signs, which left
little time to do the things I really like to do—
like climbing and exploring in the jungle.

So, about eight months ago we built and
moved into a small sign shop/house just up
the road, which was a wonderful move. Since
then I’ve been busy painting lots of signs for
many of the restaurants and dive shops that
are opening on the island. Koh Tao is undergo-
ing quite a boom at the moment, and I have
had a five- or six-week waiting list for signs
ever since.

We also bought about five acres up in the

Here you go: a “swipe file” of color
combinations! No complex theo-
ries about color usage or funky

formulas for achieving perfect compli-
mentaries—just 750 color combinations to look at, with

suggestions on which colors to use for background, copy, shad-
ows, borders and more.The CMYK and RGB formulas are given for
every single color you see.This smorgasbord of color ideas is sure
to enliven your layouts.

750 great-looking, 
color combinations

color
combos!

#361 The Designer’s
Guide to Global Color
Combinations
by Leslie Cabarga $35
plus shipping and handling.
Florida residents add 6% sales tax

800-204-0204

P.O. Box 60031, Fort Myers, FL 33906
239-939-4644 • Fax 239-939-0607 

www.signcraft.com
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continued...

Circle No. 139 or visit www.signcraft.com

      Made in the 
  USA

The original U-BracKits™ 
invented by a sign maker for sign makers

U-BracKits™ are a heavy duty 
galvanized steel bracket 

for mounting 1/2" or 3/4" 
sign panel between 2 posts

  U-BracKits™ $2.50 each

Circle No. 185 or visit www.signcraft.com

California Braille font available

Circle No. 182 or visit www.signcraft.com

Our spine-and-rib construction allows installation without
additional cables. Choose from several stock designs or have

a custom bracket built to your specifications.

860-599-0477
E-mail: bracketguys@yahoo.com

SIGN
BRACKETS

Circle No. 179 or visit www.signcraft.com

Circle No. 155 or visit www.signcraft.com

Circle No. 146 or visit www.signcraft.com

Circle No. 165 or visit www.signcraft.com

Circle No. 228 or visit www.signcraft.com

• Lightweight 
• All-electric, no hydraulics 
• Safe & easy operation 
• Terrific reach 
• Working heights of 35 & 41 ft 
• Telescoping ability 
• 360° continuous rotation 
• No loss of cargo space 
• Front bumper bucket entry
• Affordable 
• For vans or trucks 

Call Today

Toll-Free 888-887-5847
SAVE MONEY – MAKE MONEY
You will LOVE this aerial ladder!

Perfect for your sign service work, maintenance, installations

Circle No. 149 or visit www.signcraft.com
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continued...

Circle No. 166 or visit www.signcraft.com

Circle No. 213 or visit www.signcraft.com

Circle No. 141 or visit www.signcraft.com

Circle No. 181 or visit www.signcraft.com

signcraft.com

800-204-0204

P.O. Box 60031, Fort Myers, FL 33906
239-939-4644 • Fax 239-939-0607 

www.signcraft.com

Like the magazine, SignCraft’s
Web site is fast, easy to use and
packed with information that’s
hard to find anywhere else.
Here’s a sampling of what you 
can do at www.signcraft.com:

Read helpful articles from past
issues—on pricing, step-by-
steps, running your shop, sign
design and more.

Request information from adver-
tisers instantly with our on-line
Reader Service system. Just click
on the number below any ad 
in SignCraft!

Use the Links page to go to the
Web site of any advertiser, or
search for a product or service.

Locate articles in past issues
with our Index.

Answer Reader-to-Reader
questions.

Order books, videos and more.

A terrific
resource for 
sign makers

• Redwood Sign Blanks •
• Sand Blasted Signs Ready to Paint •

• Redwood Plaques •
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There’s more 
on www.signcraft.com
Click on Features to read Rob’s article:
■ Cut in stone: The carved slate sign, May/June 2001

jungle on which we intend to build a house
someday. Clearing the land of vines and
underbrush has given me a whole new fun
thing to do. It’s hard work, but incredibly 
satisfying. I have spent many days working
from sunrise to sunset pulling vines and
burning. Hmmm, maybe that waiting list 
will get longer!

Anyway, here are some signs I have done
recently; they are all on regular plywood 
and hand lettered with hardware store paint.
I don’t have a projector or a computer, so
everything is laid out with chalk and lettered
by hand. Basic, but fun. •SC

Puay with a sign for the local veterinarian.

Circle No. 194 or visit www.signcraft.com

Circle No. 230 or visit www.signcraft.com

Circle No. 148 or visit www.signcraft.com

Circle No. 231 or visit www.signcraft.com

Circle No. 203 or visit www.signcraft.com

Circle No. 226 or visit www.signcraft.com

www.mcbanner.com
800-423-8204

Circle No. 125 or visit www.signcraft.com

Circle No. 193 or visit www.signcraft.com

Circle No. 102 or visit www.signcraft.com

Circle No. 214 or visit www.signcraft.com

Squeegees
Sign & graphics multi-use squeegees
in case lots direct from the manufacturer.

www.lidcoproducts.com
651.646.1414

Circle No. 133 or visit www.signcraft.com

Circle No. 229 or visit www.signcraft.com

BRUSH PRESERVING OIL
Available At Leading Sign Supply Dealers

www.wall-dog.com
Wall Dog Products • Box 1123 • Hamilton, OH 45012-1123 • Ph 513-863-0717

Circle No. 147 or visit www.signcraft.com

Circle No. 247 or visit www.signcraft.com

Moseart.com
Flakes • Pearls • Brushes
EZ Pour • Videos • Books 

Airbrushing Lacquers

NEW ★ SpectraFlair Liquid Silver &
Night Glow pigments available
Contact us on the Web or Call Sid

800-628-2194 11-11
Est.

Circle No. 195 or visit www.signcraft.com

Circle No. 191 or visit www.signcraft.com
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