Sign making in a Thai paradise

It’s a bit out of the way, but beautiful

By Rob Cooper
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bout two years ago Puay, my wife, and

I moved to Koh Tao, a small island about

60km off the Thai mainland in the Gulf
of Thailand. Koh Tao is your typical, tropical
paradise island with white sand beaches,
coconut trees, jungle and thousands of huge
granite boulders. These rocks, and my interest
in rock climbing, brought me here in the first
place. I fell in love with the place as soon as
I saw it, and have found it very difficult to
leave.

When we first moved here, we opened a

small restaurant—Puay is a wonderful cook
and has worked in many restaurants in

Thailand. The first year was busy, but as
more and more restaurants opened around
us, things slowed down somewhat. That was




great! I don’t care for working in a restaurant,
and I was flat out painting signs, which left
little time to do the things I really like to do—
like climbing and exploring in the jungle.

So, about eight months ago we built and
moved into a small sign shop/house just up
the road, which was a wonderful move. Since
then I've been busy painting lots of signs for
many of the restaurants and dive shops that
are opening on the island. Koh Tao is undergo-
ing quite a boom at the moment, and I have
had a five- or six-week waiting list for signs
ever since.

We also bought about five acres up in the
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Here you go: a“swipe file” of color
combinations! No complex theo-
ries about color usage or funky
formulas for achieving perfect compli-
mentaries—just 750 color combinations to look at, with

suggestions on which colors to use for background, copy, shad-
ows, borders and more.The C(MYK and RGB formulas are given for
every single color you see. This smorgasbord of color ideas is sure
to enliven your layouts.

800-204-0204
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#361 The Designer’s
Guide to Global Color
Combinations

by Leslie Cabarga $35

plus shipping and handling.
Florida residents add 6% sales tax

www.signcraft.com
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SUPPLY, INC.

OVER 330 DESIGNS Redwood Sign Blanks

LARGE INVENTORY g i
DURABLE FINISH Clear Heart_ Vertical Grain
Electronically cured
SAME DAY SHIPPING Sanded and ready to blast
free catalog & price list 12", 18", 24", 36" and 48" widths
SMOKY MOUNTAIN Lengths from 2' to 12'
SCREEN PRINTING Shipped next day
1-800-726-0573 800-498-4301 * 214-331-4301
Pigeon Forge, TN 37863 www.redwoodsupply.com

Circle No. 146 or visit www.signcraft.com Circle No. 139 o visit www.signcraft.com

EASY PONDSIDE
ADA BRAILLE IIRON WORKS y

SOFTWARE
for PC & MAC
California Braille font available
DUXBURY SYSTEMS, INC. e " SIGN |
- BRACKETS "~
E-mail: info@duxsys.com . A A e
Website: http://www.duxburysystems.com adiionilcabics Choose Bom sevealsock desme o e

a custom bracket built to your specifications.

978-692-3000 860-599-0477

FAX: 978-692-7912

E-mail: bracketguys@yahoo.com

Circle No. 182 or visit www.signcraft.com Circle No. 179 or visit www.signcraft.com
WEBER /AN LADDE'

Acrial Equipment

Tape Tools
7o P simate !

Time Tested & Proven
1-800-853-7051 www.webermade.com

Perfect for your sign service work, maintenance, installations

e Lightweight

o All-electric, no hydraulics

e Safe & easy operation

e Terrific reach

o Working heights of 35 & 41 ft
e Telescoping ability

 360° continuous rotation

Circle No. 228 or visit www.signcraft.com

e0000000OGVOONOOOGONIONOOOGONONONOVO. o No loss ofcargospace
[ [ ]
e Front bumper bucket entr
. IDINA . « Affordable. !
° SIGN DESIGN BY SIGN PEOPLE /2 ) e For vans or trucks
o I ()
® ° Call Today
o FAND LETTERED FONTS .~ ®
: : , B Toll-Free 888-887-5847
¢ www.signdna.com e signdna@mother.com e SAVE MONEY - MAKE MONEY
° 530-795-1637 ° You will LOVE this aerial ladder!
°0000000000VOGOVONONNOGNOGNONONONONDT
Circle No. 149 or visit www.signcraft.com Circle No. 165 or visit www.signcraft.com
. NON-ILLUMINATING
Rl CAR TOPPERS
USA div. of ONE DAY SIGN INC.
The original U-BracKits™
invented by a sign maker for sign makers 8 o o 2 8 1 = 8 1 4 0
U-BracKits™ are a heavy duty READY FOR
galvanized steel bracket OPAQUE &
for mounting 1/2" or 3/4" == vmstLl.Egn_\élli‘s
i | bets 2 posts =2
sign panel between 2 pos . OR STICKERS
U BracKits™ $2.50 each
Minimum $30.00 Order TRIANGULAR cAR TOPPERS
WITH STRONG MAGNETIC MOUNT
MC ]‘ou_ FREE: ].877_393_3]44 Ideal For Delive_ri_es, Church Vans,
. Schools, Political, Day Care,
continued... 5 www.u-brackits.com Elder Care, Emergencies, Etc.
(lrcle No. 185 or visit www.signcraft.com Circle No. 155 or visit www.signcraft.com
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« Redwood Sign Blanks -
A telil'ilic * Sand Blasted Signs Ready to Paint »
¢ Redwood Plaques
resource for 1-800-323.9990
kﬂl's Fax 1.707.725-2021
s'g“ ma Circle No. 181 or visit www.signcraft.com

Like the magazine, SignCraft’s Trade Pricing!

Web site is fast, easy to use and
Coroplast Signs

packed with information that’s
$1 3 * Each
18x24
4 1-Sided
1Color

hard to find anywhere else.

signcraft.com

l"

Here’s a sampling of what you

. west
can do at www.signcraft.com: —

Read helpful articles from past

issues—on pricing, step-by- Gf.’ae";’ﬁ’f(’:x

steps, running your shop, sign 888-414-2954

design and more. #1 Choloe i Signs and Bamners i
PremiumGraphicX.com

Request information from adver- I *Other charges may apply. |

tisers inStanﬂy with our on-line Circle No. 141 or visit www.signcraft.com

Reader Service system. Just click ADA o5 |

on the number below any ad $5-°=‘:“

in SignCraft! e N CIE

Use the Links page to go to the '"fCT!,?"A:” =

+ Virtually Vandal-Proof
¢ 2nd Surface Screening
¢ 5 Decor + Custom Color
4 8 Popular Titles in Stock

...Changeable
Room Signs

Web site of any advertiser, or
search for a product or service.

Locate articles in past issues
with our Index. Inventories

Changeable Gopy Fonts » Letter Trac
Dimensional Foam Styles » Polyester Styles » 3" & 6" Pictograms
Word Braille Plates + Elevator Braille Buttons » Portable Sign Letters

Answer Reader-to-Reader S Eeer oo Metdes s

H Call or Fax Today for FREE Catalogs & Samples
questions. '/’“—Z;“ 800;255 2841
. s F2* 800/ 467- ACME (2263)
Order books, videos and more. ACME PRODUCTS ¢ E

2241 N.W. 22nd STREET

POMPANO BEACH, FL 33069
GENERAL OFFICES: 95 954/971-6700
—

Circle No. 166 or visit www.signcraft.com

800-204-0204
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P.0. Box 60031, Fort Myers, FL 33906
239-939-4644 - Fax 239-939-0607

continued...
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Puay with a sign for the local veterinarian.

jungle on which we intend to build a house
someday. Clearing the land of vines and
underbrush has given me a whole new fun
thing to do. It’s hard work, but incredibly
satisfying. I have spent many days working
from sunrise to sunset pulling vines and
burning. Hmmm, maybe that waiting list
will get longer!

Anyway, here are some signs I have done
recently; they are all on regular plywood
and hand lettered with hardware store paint.
I don’t have a projector or a computer, so
everything is laid out with chalk and lettered
by hand. Basic, but fun.

There’s more
on www.signcraft.com

Click on Features to read Rob’s article:
m Cut in stone: The carved slate sign, May/June 2001

Moseart.com

Flakes e Pearls  Brushes
EZ Pour e Videos » Books
Airbrushing Lacquers
NEW * §pectraFlair Liquid silver &
Night Glow pigments available

Contact us on the Web or Call Sid

800-628-2194

Circle No. 247 or visit www.signcraft.com

wWww.signfonts.com 1-877-780-4395

Circle No. 102 or visit www.signcraft.com

Reich Sisn Supply

Supply Co., Inc. Catalog
TOLL FREE 800-338-3322

FAX 315-732-7841

Circle No. 194 or visit www.signcraft.com

INCTRIPER.COM.

BOOKS e BRUSHES e T-SHIRTS
MESSAGE BOARD e PINSTRIPERS

WWW.PINSTRIPER.COM
602-397-7134

Circle No. 193 or visit www.signcraft.com

Wholesale Channel Letters

Starting at ‘2.15 perinch
1-800-655-1655
DWAYNE CLEIN SIGNS

Circle No. 214 or visit www.signcraft.com

Alumacorr — Aluminum — Versacel — PVC
Corrugated Plastic — Auto Plates — Banners
Polyethylene — Polystyrene — Vinyl Film
Ink Jet Media — Frames — Stakes

BsF PLASTICS, Inc.
800-562-8365

Circle No. 125 or visit www.signcraft.com

BRUSHES, PAINTS, GOLD LEAF
& HARD TO FIND SIGN SUPPLIES

NEW 50 Page Catalog!
Q.I_-_I&F 1-800-421-7961

Fax: 803-736-4731
Circle No. 191 or visit www.signcraft.com

Vehicle Art
e on CDROM

The Custorn Vehicke Graphics Librargs

|Call for 32 page catalog www.auroragraphics.net

Circle No. 148 or visit www.signcraft.com

FINEST QUALITY ~ HAND BEATEN

GOLD LEAF

XX Deep Patent, Glass, Surface

800-462-1009
THE DURHAM CO.

54 Woodland St Newburyport, MA 01950
Circle No. 195 or visit www.signcraft.com

Stripe Eliminator easily
removes stripes, lettering,
and decals with no burning or
discoloration to the surface.

Tenco Industries, Inc.
1-800-343-3776
M-F 8am-4:30pm EST

VISA/Mastercard accepted

in case lofs direct from the munufucturer L
www.lidcoproducts.com
eLIdCO 651.646.1414

Circle No. 133 or visit www.signcraft.com

M Collowgl
BANNER CO.

www.mcbanner.com
800-423-8204

Circle No. 226 or visit www.signcraft.com

Kinder, gentler
squeegee
The Stripe Applicator is
made of compressed felt
that does not damage
or tear vinyl material. It's
half-moon shape makes

it easy to handle.

Tenco Industries, Inc.
1-800-343-3776

M-F 8am-4:30pm EST

W&B GOLD LEAF

(WEHRUNG & BILLMEIER CO.)

GOLD BEATERS WITH RESPECT
FOR TRADITION

(773) 472-1544 |

Circle No. 230 or visit www.signcraft.com
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Order our free airbrush catalog:

1-800-783-2612

or visit www.dixieart.com

Circle No. 203 or visit www.signcraft.com

Circle No. 229 or visit www.signcraft.com

BRUSH PRESERVING OIL
Available At Leading Sign Supply Dealers

www.wall-dog.com
Wall Dog Products * Box 1123 + Hamilton, OH 45012-1123  Ph 513-863-0717

Circle No. 147 or visit www.signcraft.com
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